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Forfamilies

@ Runbytwo Dutch pals wholoved
Umbria so muchthey made it their
home, villainumbria.com knows its
villas inside out. Top pick for young
familiesis Villa San Terenziano near
Fantalla, which has agated pool, toys,
stair gates and alovely lawnwith
aslide. A week from £1,049; sleeps 8.
@ Scottwilliams.co.uk promises
‘unigue access to extraordinary houses’.
That's underselling Villa Christina,

the ultimate multi-family villa on the
Tuscan/Umbrian border, with seven
bedroomsinthree buildings, plus
atrampoline, tree house, cinema,
games room, 15m pool, daily maid
serviceand chef onrequest. A week
from £6,295; sleeps 12, plus 4 kids,

@ Needanearby beach? Invitationto
tuscany.com's tip from 200 -odd
propertiesis CasadeiFichl, 15 minutes
fram the Gulf of Baratti shores (and
Etruscan ruins), and 10 minutes' drive
fromthe nearest gelatoin pretty
Campiglia Marittima. Huge footie lawn,

pizza oven, toys, pool — in short, family
heaven. A week from £1,869; sleeps 8.

For couples

@ To-luscany.com has hundreds of
villas, but Chiantiwas its firstlove, and it
serves this areabest. Inthe hills above
Castellinain Chianti (40 minutes from
Florence and Sienal, Ginestrais aclever
farmhouse conversion withmezzanine
lounge, shaded terrace dining, a pool
and alfresco sofas for snugglingin

the sun. A week from £1,267, sleeps 2.
® The Maremmais Tuscany minus tour
groups plus beaches, and it's ahub for
luscanynowandmore.com Hidden
away amongpines andpalmtreeson
the Monte Argentario peninsula.lsola
Rossais atraditional farmhousewith
anopen-planinterior splashed with
colour. A path through orange groves
leads pastthe pool to a secludedpebble
beach. Aweek from £1,285; sleeps 2

® Twenty minutes north of Perugia,
Murlo (murlo.com) is asprawling estate
with 10 villas and apartments, a swanky

Dream day trip:
THEEASYBEACH
Castiglioncello pulled
inmoviestarletsin
the'60s; now the
Livornian town is
having asecond
moment, thankstoits
sandy covis and
rocky inlets an easy
10-minute walk from
car park and train
station, Batheat
the small public
beach, orbag
aspotalaprivate
beachclub (tast
season, Bagniltalia
chargedfrom £28
aday; bagniitalia i)
Takeastrollinthe
nearby pine woods,
and grab snacks and
gossipat Caffe Ginorl
{caffeginoriit)

golf course, and footpaths aplenty
throughancient oak forests
surrounding the castle. Tigliois the
couples’ choice, with a private pool,
whirlpool tub, and a bathtub-for-two
gazing over Monte Tezio Valley, Don't
fancy cooking? Requestachef, or
dineinthe estate’s restaurant.

A week from E1,037: sleeps 2

For bargain-hunters

® Jamesvillas.co.uk offers oodles

of choice andisking of the cheap'n’
cheerful. InMontefoscolivillage near
Pisa, Il Mulino is an open-plan, two-bed
townhouse withaone-bedannexe

by the pool — [deal for young families
onholiday with grandparents.

Aweek from £589; sleeps 6.

® Wedgedbetween the Apennines
and the Apuan Alps, mid-range Med
specialist vintagetravel.co.uk's Villa
Dolceventois abeautiful hilbwalker's
hideaway in the forests above Lucca.
Itecomes withlemon- andlavender-
scented gardens, stone-flagged floors
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and antiques, and pool-views towards
hilltop Lugliano. Anadded bonusisthe
company’s flight-booking service (£30)
to save youthe tiresome online flight
hunt. A week from E1,264; sleeps 8

@ Centraland southern ltaly expert
essentialitaly.co.uk recommends
CasaFontefaggio as a great, affordable
pad for two-family groups, with five
bedrooms, four bathrooms, two
lounges, and loads of nooks for the kids
It's 30 minutes from Perugia, Assisi
and Gubbio, and a15-minute stroll from
Fratticiola Selvaticavillage'stwo bars,
butcher and baker — If you can leave
the panoramic pool and gardens.
Aweek from £1,620; sleeps 10.

Forluxury living

@ Experiential' is abuzzword at
akvillas.com: properties such as
LaBlanche are picked fortheir X factor,
notjusttheirlook, Built by an architect
couple, the striking. minimalist vitla
gazesdown over Luccalikeaglass-
and-marble Bond villain'slair.Ithasa

massive (26m} horizon pool. Modern art
abounds and a hydraulic roof retracts
toletinthyme-scented breezes.
Aweek from £13,187 sleeps 10.

@ Twenty minutes from Siena, Villa
Lavandais astylish17th-century
farmhouseinthe grounds of Castel
Monastero (castelmonastero.com),
amedieval hilltop hamlet turned luxury
hotel — soyou canstilluse the spa,
three pools, tennis courts and Gordon
Ramsay restaurant, and ask them

to arrange hot-air ballooning, wine-
tastingand cooking classes onrequest
Aweek from E7,700; sleeps 7

@ Avenueproperty.comis your go-to
for pricey A-lister crashpads. Elton
John's faveis Castello diSanta Eurasia,
al2th-century castle perchedhigh
above the Tiber valley onthe Tuscan/
Umbrian border, with a blend of modern
andmedieval: Renaissance tapestries,
vast four-posters, frescoes and velvet
drapes, but also treatmentrooms,
agym, maid service, butlerand chef.
Aweek from £20,266; sleeps 16

For big groups

® Oliverstravels.comdelivers quirky
properties thatdon't cost the earth. Villa
Carosellainsouthern Tuscanyis 7km
from the hilltop town of Radicofani, and
comes with eight en-suite bedrooms
plusahometheatre, sauna, tennis court
and poolside sofas with views over Val
d'Orcia. Aweek from £8,022: sleeps 17 |
® Putting you directly in touch with
owners, homeaway.co.uk has some [
well-priced crackers inUmbria, such
asSanMartino (property 1341874).
Marooned on the shores of Lake
Corbara, this 18th-century villa with
cinemaand20m poolis agreatbase for
Orvieto and Todiif lakeside lolling ever
palls. A week from £5,000; sleeps 19.

® More village than villa, Borgo Bastia
Cretiis the pick of the party pads from
Med veterans cvvillas.com. The Borgo,
nearUmbertide, has five villasin
magnificentgardens, with pool, tennis
court, dally mald service and alounge-
cum-dining club’inaconverted chapel.
Aweek from £9,473; sleeps 26.

| Dream day trip:

THECAMPARI
SPRITZSTOP
Let'sbehonest, any
snifter, any plazza will
do, butBar Ucci
{www.bar-ucel it/
baruccl phpl inthe
hilitop hamiet of
Valpaia, takes alotof
beating. Terracotta
roof tiles darkeninthe
sinking sun, thebar's
dogs Ombra and
Pallina court cuddles,
bubbly owner Pacla
taiks youinto one too
many refills as the
viltage kids play catch
onthe cobbled square
—with luck you'll
make it to dinmer at
LaBottega{see page
66), Paola’s sister's
nearby restaurant
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